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BCfOI‘C thlS Cdltlon was ﬁnally prepared, INSIDE THIS ISSUE
David Harris had been diagnosed with a serious illness which

obliged him to give up his Directorship of the CFHT, and
hence also his role as editor. He deserves much gratitude for
masterminding the birth of this Newsletter and producing
the first two issues. His work on behalf of the Trust is much
appreciated and will be missed by everyone who supports it.
They all wish him and his family well at this difficult time.

This edition contains more news on several of the items
in which readers have already shown great interest. Hence
news on the Plaque installation programme, past and
future, and the restoration of Boats now have their own
section headings. It is most encouraging that supporters of
the Trust continue to send in fascinating tales of their past
experiences, only some of which can be found space in this
edition. However it is hoped that these contributions will
all be used at some time in the future, so please keep them
coming; it is your newsletter.

It so happens that a number of distinguished Coastal
Forces veterans have died over the last year, and there are
brief accounts of their lives reported. For more details
readers can refer to their official obituaries or to their
exploits within CF records and books. It would be remiss
of this Newsletter not to mark the passing of Duggie Hunt.
He was not only the indefatigable founder of both the
MGB/MTB Officers’ Association and its annual re-unions,
but also organized the Hornet Remembrance Services for
20 years. He leaves a gap.

And finally to matters domestic. The Trust relies solely
upon donations, Newsletter subscriptions and support
for individual projects. It is much appreciated if these
contributions are always made under the Gift Aid rules.
Covenants are also of course most welcome. The Trustees
wish to thank all those who have donated over the years
and/or who have subscribed to this new Newsletter. All are
reminded that subscriptions will be due by 31 March 2009,
at a minimum figure of £10, payable to The Coastal Forces
Heritage Trust.
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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

I would like to begin with thanking David Harris, on behalf
of us all, for his considerable input to the affairs of the Trust
since becoming our Director in November 2007. T know we all
wish him well in his fight to recover his health. Fortunately for
the Trust, Trevor Robotham has agreed to return as Director
for the time being, so we are in safe hands.

This edition records the lives of four of our distinguished
colleagues whom, sadly, we lost during the past twelve
months. It also records what is likely to be the last official
trip by veterans to Vis, and covers our placing of plaques at
Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth and Weymouth, together with
our intentions to place more plaques as soon as funds and
time permit.

Veterans still meet at St Leonards, Bracklesham Bay and in
HMS Belfast, to mention but a few locations. Medusa is getting
back on track, and MTB 102 has some important news after
her successful trips to UK ports. MTB 71 is making progress,
albeit slowly, whilst safely housed at Duxford. All this leads
me to believe that Coastal Forces are in good heart.

Our priority remains that of providing a permanent legacy
within the RNM as part of its development programme.
Following the outcome of their lottery application for a 20th
century exhibition, which brings no immediate funding, it is
necessary to review our strategy in this respect. Your Trustees
are considering the options and we hope to report in the July
2009 edition of this newsletter.

DIRECTOR'’S REPORT

Your last Director’s Report was written by David Harris who,
through illness, has had to step down from the post. We wish
David well and thank him for his very hard work on behalf of
the Trust, which covered the introduction of this Newsletter
and setting the plans in place for the Commemorative Plaque
events at Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth, particularly. He
brought refreshing new thoughts to the Trust, for which we are
very grateful. As a result of David’s departure I have resumed
my former post as Director and will continue to do all I can
to establish the memory of Coastal Forces in a permanent
way. CFHT Trustees are also going to play a greater part in
the daily activities and Hugh Campbell’s editorship of this
Newsletter is such a role.

The last six months has seen the unveiling and blessing of
commemorative plaques at Lowestoft (HMS Mantis), Great
Yarmouth (HMS Midge) and Weymouth (HMS Bee). Each
event was unique but all were successful and they are reported on
in other parts of this Newsletter. These plaques establish a very
visible indication to the public of our history on that particular
site. We are progressing plans for similar events at Felixstowe,
Ramsgate and Dover this year and we have Gosport, Newhaven
and perhaps Ostend very much in mind. If any of these events

are likely to occur before publication of our next Newsletter in
July then we intend to publish the details on our web site www.
coastal-forces.com. Please spread the word.

Our activities in the coming year must also focus on
establishing our permanent exhibition. Our association with
the Royal Naval Museum has given us a firm and reliable
ally but we are actively seeking other additional exhibition
sites on which I hope to report in the next Newsletter. Our
project to produce a Coastal Forces documentary on DVD, to
be available to the public, is also gathering pace and we hope
that this will be achieved in the coming year. Readers would
also wish to know that the Trust has received the extensive
libraries of the late Les Attrill, Duggie Hunt and John Perkins
to add to our now extensive collection of books.

A final word about the Remembrance Service at Hornet.
Although it was a highly successful service this year the
attendance was less than previous years. There are various
reasons for this: the increasing age of some, the loss this year of
Duggie Hunt and the decommissioning of the CFVA national
organisation. I would urge all to try and attend this service,
which is now the largest annual gathering of Coastal Forces

veterans and their supporters.
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PLAQUE PROGRAMME

LOWESTOFT, 20 JULY 2008
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Remembrance Service

Trustees and members of the East Anglia Branch agreed that
the unveiling ceremony should be linked to the Service of
Remembrance and Thanksgiving which is held annually at the
Bethel Church. This proved to be a great success and was well
attended by local Veterans together with a strong contingent
from the South who came by coach. George Chandler read the
Bidding Prayer, Trevor Robotham gave the Address and Reg
Ellis unveiled the plaque. Our thanks go to the Bethel Pastor,
Maurice Baldry, who agreed that the dedication service should
be conducted by Superintendent Tim Jenkin. Following the
unveiling ceremony all those attending joined with the Bethel
congregation for the Service of Remembrance, also conducted

by Tim Jenkins.

GREAT YARMOUTH, 6 SEPTEMBER 2008

Once again Trustees agreed to link the plaque unveiling
to another event, this time to Great Yarmouth’s Maritime
Festival. Although the start time of 0900 seemed difficult
during the planning stage, there was huge support from
Veterans, who turned the occasion into a memorable long
weekend. Unusually, this plaque has pride of place in a public
area inside the Town Hall. Sir Edward du Cann, who was
instrumental in the funding, carried out the unveiling after
the Bidding Prayer had been read by Trevor Robotham and
an Address by Sir Derrick Holden Brown. Sir Edward paid
tribute to those who had served with him at Great Yarmouth
and introduced the widows of two of our famous wartime
veterans, Owen Aisher and David Wickins. His Worship the
Mayor, Terry Easter, said the retiring words before all those
gathered (a very large contingent in a very small space!) joined
him for his procession to the Quay, where he performed the
opening ceremony of the Maritime Festival.

Veterans on Parade

www.coastal-forces.com
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WEYMOUTH, 11 NOVEMBER 2008

This plaque, which is of the same style and high standard as
others placed by the Trust, was erected at Newton’s Cove,
a promenade on the western side of Weymouth harbour
which is much used by the public. The event took place on
a lovely sunny afternoon and was attended by almost 100
people. Over 30 CFVA members travelled from Portsmouth
by coach and were supported at the event by local veterans
and members of The Royal Naval Association Branches
from Weymouth, Portland and Bridport. The Worshipful
Mayor of Weymouth and Portland, Councillor Tim Munro,
the Town Mayor of Portland, Councillor Sandy West and
distinguished representatives of these two towns attended.
Sir Derrick Holden-Brown, Chairman CFHT, thanked
those present and The Rt. Hon. Lord Strathcona & Mount
Royal, President CFHT, gave a short Address. Captain
Michael Fulford-Dobson CVO, OBE, KStJ, JP, DL, RN,
a post-war Coastal Forces veteran and the immediate past
Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, unveiled the plaque.

HMS Bee was established at Weymouth in July 1942, by
Rear Admiral Coastal Forces, Rear Admiral Kekewich. It
was one of the three Coastal Forces training establishments,
along with HMS Sz. Christopher at Fort William and HMS
Seahawk at Ardrishaig and Larne, each playing its individual
role. HMS Bee was established at a time when Coastal Forces
warfare was becoming more sophisticated. Operational tactics
developed by experienced Coastal Forces officers, such as
Lieutenant-Commander Robert Hichens DSO*, DSC** and
Lieutenant Peter Dickens DSO, DSC, had to be passed on to
new crews operating a new generation of boats. At HMS Bee

Captain Fulford-Dobson unveils the Plague

the crews of newly-commissioned or re-commissioned boats
were put through their paces, and trials of new equipment
and strategy were undertaken. HMS Bee’s first Commanding
Officer was Commander R.E.B. Swinley RN and his much-
revered trainingorganisation was known as “Swinley’s Circus”.
The base at Weymouth consisted of a hotel, the Pier Theatre,
a number of requisitioned boarding houses and several
workshops. The staff were experienced Coastal Forces officers
and ratings and a number of experienced warfare specialists.
Towards the end of 1943, when the South Coast ports were
being used for preparations for the invasion of France, HMS
Bee as a training base was moved to Holyhead and stayed
there until it paid-off in July 1945. However Coastal Forces
continued to operate from this Weymouth site.
Trevor Robotham

.-

Sir Derrick gives the Address
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Medusa re-born

MEDUSA

Within a few weeks HDML 1387 (Medusa) should be ready to
glide down the slipway at Hythe as her major restoration nears
completion. First launched in 1943, her painstakingly carried
out re-build will see her fit for another half century or more.

Visiting the yard in November brought home to Trustees
Trevor Robotham and John Ascoli just what is being achieved
by Medusa Trust Chairman, Alan Watson and project manager
Mike Boyce and their team. Gutted and stripped to bare frames,
she is now beautifully re-planked — double diagonal with a
thinner horizontal between, thrice-nailed and bedded in with
the contents of a thousand pots of 2-pack polysulphide. The
timber is ‘re-discovered’ teak, cut from 20-year-old logs and
imported from Thailand ready prepared. At the time of the
visit a further 10,000 copper nails, obtained from the States,
were being driven home, and rove and pinned by three student
shipwrights. The entire bottom will be copper sheathed.

Much of the new buttjointed 12mm decking, pre-cut
in Thailand and laid over top quality multi-lam hardwood
ply and bedded with West resin epoxy, is already in place
thanks to other students and apprentices. All this is British
craftsmanship at its best. Repairs to beam shelves, and new
deck beams and superstructure, such as the wheelhouse and
hatches, have been cut from original teak decking of the 1920s
built liner Kenya Castle, scrapped during the 1960s.

The original Gardner engines, badly damaged in the fire
which nearly crucified the project in late 2007, have been
re-built by a specialist company and are due to be craned in
during December.

Faced with original tenders of £3—4 million, the Trust felt
the only recourse was to get on and do it themselves for under
half the quoted prices. Three years later, in a yard specially rented

for the purpose, this major undertaking should come to fruition
in the Spring. The final cost looks like being £1.4 million. This
is funded by a lottery grant of £1 million plus 10% matched
funding. The bulk of the balance has come from a variety of
sources but there is still a substantial gap to be filled. With
their strong leadership, team spirit and enterprise there are few
maritime causes more worthy of aid. Like MTB 102, Medusa is
part of the Core Collection of UK Historic Ships.

The CFHT does all it can to help but has limited
resources. The Medusa Trust has an excellent website — www.
hmsmedusa.org.uk — or contact Alan Watson direct at Pine
House, 59 Merdon Avenue, Chandlers Ford, Hants SO53
1GD for more information.

John Ascoli

MTB 102
Confusion followed a highly misleading Daily Mail article
in October. Not only was the ex-RAF air sea rescue launch
HSL 102 mistaken for MTB 102, but also the latter’s exploits
were credited to the former! The truth is that it was MTB 102
which earned her place in history at Dunkirk by completing
eight crossings and acting as Rear Admiral Wake-Walker’s
flagship. The CFHT promptly corrected these errors through
the letters pages. But there was a happy ending. So much
publicity caused hundreds to bombard the MTB 102 website
- www.mtb102.com - leading to offers of help and donations.
Signing up as a Friend is much appreciated.

This boat is in fact in fine fettle and will be slipped in the
spring to prepare for her 72nd year at sea. Her future programme
includes participation in the 1944 D Day landings celebrations

Veterans on board 102 at Newsons yard

www.hmsmedusa.org.uk www.mtb102.com
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next summer and the 70th anniversary of Dunkirk in 2010.
And there is more good news. The Trust has now taken a giant
leap forward by taking over Newsons Boatyard at Lowestoft.

This move, made possible by private loans, ensures a
permanent home for the 71-foot craft. Supported by a brilliant
team, Richard Basey will become Chairman of what will be
known as the MTB 102 Trust incorporating Newsons boat
builders. An opening ceremony is planned for the spring,

The new shed, which replaces that destroyed by fire along
with the partly restored MTB 60 in 2004, will enable other
historic craft to be worked on and saved. Work on an old
WWII MFV is already in hand and an ex-RAF pinnace is
waiting in the wings. The intention is to build the yard into a
UK Centre of Excellence attracting the restoration of other
historic vessels.

John Ascoli

THE BOAT THAT SAILED UNDER TWO FLAGS
Schnellboot S130 under the command of Oberleutnant
Gunter Rabe, widely known as the Raven, was for three years
the hated foe of British Coastal Forces.

The 113ft craft was one of the most active and successful
E-Boats to sail under the Kriegsmarine flag. However hard we
chased her around the southern part of the North Sea where
she was part of the 9th Flotilla or later in the Channel when
part of the 5th, she always managed to escape. S130’s most
notorious action was her participation in what was to become
the Slapton Sands disaster when a number of E-Boats attacked
landing craft during a pre-D Day exercise, Operation Tiger.
This resulted in the loss of hundreds of American lives.

As awar prize in May 1945, S130 and her crew were taken
to Hornet. Whilst the men were dispersed the boat was re-
commissioned under the white ensign as FPB 2030. The
following years are a story in themselves. But it is not over
yet. After sailing under two different flags this historic craft

8130 at Speed

now lies in the West Country awaiting a re-birth. Ahead lies
a massive restoration project which includes the replacement
of similar engines. The intention is to restore her down to the
last detail — exactly as she was over 60 years ago. Now part of
the Wheatcroft Collection, the work is being carried out by
‘Roving Commissions’, who are also acting as owner’s agent.
We plan to follow up this news item with a fuller history
and updates of work in progress. In the meantime we would
like to hear from anyone who served in Hornet’s E-Boats in
the post-war period.
John Ascoli

A CHARMED LIFE

Gay Archer, MTB 1041, is like a cat with nine lives. This Vosper
designed and built boat was the first of the 12 new Shorts to
go down the slipway after the war. She was launched on August
20 1952 as an interchangeable Fast Attack Craft designed as an
interim measure until the Dark class became available.

Disaster first struck on her delivery trip when she was
holed whilst still in the hands of the Vosper ferry crew. Not an
auspicious start. Within a matter of months she suffered fire
damage when lying alongside another Coastal Force boat, P
1023, which blew up and sank in Aarhus harbour, Denmark,
during a NATO exercise.

The third disaster occurred within the next two years
when she struck the submarine barrier which runs out from
the Southsea sea front to Horse Sands Fort whilst returning
on a falling tide from a search and rescue operation for two
missing Hornet officers. This must have given rise to some
difficult explaining! The damage was sufficient enough
for an urgent signal for assistance as she rapidly settled by
the stern. An Admiralty tug towed her to Hornet to the
welcome of a large crowd of onlookers. Subsequent years
were relatively trouble free apart from the odd broken
frame when driven too hard into a head sea. But then with
Coastal Forces disbanded in 1957 her naval career was
brought to a halt.

Following years languishing as a houseboat, Gay Archer
has been rescued and lovingly restored by her owner Paul
Childs. This has been a two year labour of love, hard work,
a helpful team and not a little money. Many start such a
project with the majority falling by the wayside. As Coastal
Forces devotees we take our hat off to them and look forward
to telling the fuller story in a coming Newsletter. Meanwhile
she looks magnificent lying at Watchet, near Minchead, and
arouses a feeling of “Those were the days”!

For those interested in Gay Archer and her restoration,
a DVD is available from Zagreus Films [07974 954 978] at
£9.99 inclusive. And of course we would like to hear from
anyone who served in her.

John Ascoli
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Gay Archer

MUSEUM UPDATE

Supporters of the Trust would wish to know that the application
submitted by the Royal Naval Museum for a £4 million Lottery
Grant for the Millenium Project [20th Century Naval History
Exhibition] was turned down in the autumn. Only two of the
fifteen applicants were successful. Lottery cash is short and the
coming 2012 Olympics are clearly in the viewfinder.

Although receiving a major set-back in both time and
financial terms, the Museum has been encouraged to put in a
fresh application early in the new year for a lesser amount of £2
— £2.5 million. An additional £2 million will need to be raised
as matching funding during a deteriorating economic climate.

Whatever the outcome and with the £6 million project
now reduced to one of about £4 million, it must be apparent
that the proposed 20th century display will need to be severely
scaled back. This has prompted the CFHT to review its

options for establishing its permanent exhibition. We have

worked closely with the RN Museum over the past decade and
have nailed our colours to their mast in anticipation of Coastal
Forces having a considerable presence in the new galleries.
Although we continue to be resident in the Museum and work
closely with their staff our expectations for our permanent
exhibition have now been somewhat dented.

Although we can still hope to have space in the RN
Museum to show the important role which Coastal Forces
have played over the years, this is unlikely to be sufficient to
meet our aspirations and it is therefore only prudent that we
review our options.

We are therefore lookingat various venues that could provide
additional facilities to tell our story and display the collection of
memorabilia. Other credible museum sites are being approached
and we will report progress in future Newsletters.

John Ascoli
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SUPPORTER’S CORNER

CFVA Memorial at Komiza jetty

MEMORIAL VISIT TO VIS
Further to the article on page 10 of the last Newsletter, Peter
Bickmore reports a successful and moving occasion.

“For the Milna Cemetery we were able this year to lay a
wreath at the Atlantic Memorial which still dominates the
site where some 75 British and Allied servicemen were laid to
rest in 1944/5 (including many of our own shipmates), from
where all were later removed in 1952 and re-buried in the
British Cemetery in Belgrade. It was with sincere gratitude
to acknowledge and to see
that the burial site, which had

become derelict over the years,

is now restored to a vineyard
as a living Memorial to our
comrades whose eternal rest
was disturbed. WE WILL
REMEMBER THEM.”

A wreath was also laid off
the jetty at Komiza.

LEFT Atlantic Memorial
at Milna

LEADING WREN BRENDA COOMBS

It was at Lowestoft where Brenda met the love of her life, no doubt
on a run ashore, when Charles Coombs was serving in MTBs at
Mantis. Romance bloomed and they married at Lowestoft on
25 May 1945. Both were great enthusiasts of the CFVA from its
carly beginnings, and with its vast opportunities for renewing
and making friendships. With daughter Alison they joined many
of our visits to Croatia and the island of Vis. Since Chatles died
in June 2001 Brenda and Alison have continued their support
although they were unable to join us this year.

We send our deepest sympathy to Alison and sister Pat and
the family at this time, with the cherished memories we hold
of a very sincere friend and shipmate.

Peter Bickmore.

ANNUAL CFVA LUNCHEON, 2 OCTOBER 2008
Under the Chairmanship of David Harris, 30 Veterans and
friends gathered at the Cooden Beach Hotel, St Leonards
with their guest of honour, the Right Worshipful Mayor
of Hastings, Councillor Maureen Charlesworth. She is
renowned for her work with veterans’ associations, but spoke
after lunch of her work as Mayor. The Rev. Graham Berridge
read the prayers, remembering in particular Duggie Hunt,
Polly Perkins, Jake Wright and George Heard. The Chairman
welcomed first-timer Dudley Ridgeon who spoke about his
time at Great Yarmouth and Dover.

KEN NICHOLSON’S BROACH
Amongst the correspondence

following the last edition’s
special feature about activities
at Dover, Ken, who worked as

an Artificer in the torpedo

Frumey

workshops, sent us a photo
of a brooch which he made
(hopefully in his spare time!)

Mrw“

for his late wife. She often

wore this interesting piece of jewelry at re-unions, where it
attracted much interest.

COASTAL FORCES TIES
Originally designed after the War for the
CF Officers’ Association, the tie features

the two flags from the wartime naval
signal book which were the collective
callsigns of MGBs and MTBs. They
are shown crossed, over a red Naval

Crown. CFOA members who support

the Trust have now agreed that

anyone who is a supporter should now
be entitled to wear this tie. Accordingly,
they are available from the Director at £20
apiece, — or, if you are lucky enough to buy one

ata CFHT function, only £17.50.

CFOA RE-UNION
Twenty five of us gathered at Horner on the Saturday evening
before Remembrance Sunday. There were several newcomers and
we were particularly pleased to welcome Geoff Pullen, the nephew
of Duggie Hunt. Sadly, a few had to pull out at the last moment but
we hope they are now better and will be able to join us next year.
Our Chairman, Sir Derrick Holden Brown handled the
formalities and provided some excellent port, for which many
thanks! Once again we are most grateful to Hornet Sailing Club
for the use of their premises and most hospitable staff. We look
forward to seeing everyone next year on Saturday 7 November.

John Deeker
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National Memorial Arboretum

NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM

Visitors to the Arboretum may find this map useful in
locating the Coastal Forces Memorial. The RED dot
alongside Yeomanry Avenue marks the spot.

ASSOCIATION OF DUNKIRK LITTLE SHIPS
It is reported that HRH Prince Michael of Kent has
accepted an invitation to become Honorary Admiral
of this organization, a post held by the late Raymond
Baxter OBE, from 1982 until his death in 2006. Of the
original 800 or so boats that played a part in Operation
Dynamo, some 120 are members.

PAST OBITUARIES

Trevor Robotham is compiling a booklet of obituaries of
CF ratings and officers whose obituary appeared in the
Daily Telegraph or Times. He has a collection dating
back to the 1950s and is looking for additional material
he may not hold already. He can provide a list of his
holdings for anyone who feels they may be able to fill in
the gaps. Copies of the complete Compendium will be

made available to supporters in due course.

VIDEO INTERVIEWS

The conversion from VHS video to DVD is continuing
and completion of the whole project will be advised on
the website. The former are still available at £15-£17
each. If you want a recording please order through the
Director or Secretary (address on back page).
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NEW BOOKS

COASTAL FORCES AT
WAR is written by David
Jefferson, who was one of
the last to serve in the post-
war Coastal Forces. This
general history of coastal
forces warfare has been up-

dated to include material

not available in the original

volume. Published by Haynes
Publishing Group and priced o
at £19.99.

NIGHT ACTION, by Captain Peter Dickens DSO
MBE DSC, is the latest paperback edition of a personal
account of his experiences when commanding an MTB
Flotilla during 1942-43, first published in 1974. An
exciting read with a new forward by Trevor Robotham.
Published now by Seaforth Publishing, a branch of Pen
& Sword, and priced at £9.99.

BOATS - CREW BARBARA
isthestoryof BarbaraKneebone’s

BOATS-CREW BaRBARA

wartime experiences as a boating
Wren. At £6.90 plus postage it
can be obtained from her at Flaz
31, Chynampara, Trevethan
Road, Falmouth TRI1l1 2AH.
Or phone 01326 212962.

DVD UPDATE

Work on the proposed DVD telling the story of Coastal
Forces is in hand, but still with a very long way to go. An
application for an ‘Awards for All’ grant has been made.
We have traced a considerable amount of footage but can
always do with more. The plan is to use a combination
of archive film, starting with 4gar’s exploits in 1919, and
stills, interspersed with selected interviews and narration.
The aim is to produce a comprehensive documentary
which is accurate, interesting, exciting, entertaining,
educational, promotional and inspirational; something
which is a worthy tribute to all those who were fortunate
enough to serve in the Little Ships. If anyone has ideas,
material which might be of use, or suggestions, please
contact the Trust.

Do you have archive video footage? Let the Trust know
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SPECIAL FEATURES

LIVES IN BRIEF

Derek (Jake) Wright DSC* Commander RNVR. MTB 32
Jake joined the RNVR at the outbreak of war and was a
CF officer who saw extensive action in the North Sea and
Channel. He became known as one of the MTB commanders
who knew exactly what he was about and his three DSCs
give a clear indication of his efficiency in action. He had
been with the Brooke-Bond tea company before the war, to
which he returned in 1946. He served in Calcutta, Ceylon
and East Africa, rising to a place on the board, controlling
the company’s global tea-buying and planting activities.
He served on several governing bodies dealing with tea
production and by 1971 he was President of the Tea Buyers
Association. He was a rather shy, retiring man of immense
bravery and great determination.

John (Polly) Perkins DSC* Lieutenant RN'VR.

MTBs 230, 638, 766.

Operating in Home waters, principally in the North Sea and
off the Dutch coast, Polly was in MTB 766 at Ostend when fire
and explosion destroyed 12 boats and killed 63 men from CF.
In this incident he was blown into the water and almost sucked
under the burning fuel. His navigator was killed. After the
war he qualified as a barrister and became Assistant Company
secretary of Rolls Royce, followed by several prominent
business appointments which culminated in becoming
Managing Director of CIBA-Geigy. On retirement he became
Harbourmaster of Brighton Marina and his obvious talents led
to becoming its Managing Director. A charismatic, irascible
and even aggressive character, who was great company.

Douglas (Duggie) Hunt DSC* Lieutenant RNVR.

MTBs 83, 245, 392.

Served in the North Sea and Channel where he saw considerable
action. He once picked up the entire crew from a USA Flying
Fortress which had ditched after leading a 1000-bomber raid
on Germany. Duggie will be known to many as the founder
of the MTB/MGB Ofhicers Association and the organizer
of their annual re-unions for 60 years. He also organized the
Remembrance Service at Horner for over 20 years where his
dedication and attention to detail made these an immense success.
Duggie was a great sociable companion whose sharp memory for
names and wicked sense of humour will be missed by many.

Bob Drayson DSC Lieutenant RNVR. MTBs 326, 701.
Serving in the Channel, Bob won his DSC for sinking the enemy
auxiliary cruiser Komet in 1943. She was attempting to slip through
the Channel en-route to the Indian Ocean. With a large escort on
seaand in the air she was hunted by 8 MTBs and several Hunt class
destroyers. She was found by Acting Sub Lt Drayson who sunk her
with two torpedoes, thus removing a serious threat. Post-war he
returned to Cambridge to complete his studies and then to follow
a teaching career. Most particularly, he was headmaster of Reeds
School at Cobham, founded for boys whose fathers had been killed
in the war, and then became a distinguished Head at Stowe, for
which he is widely known. A devoutly Christian man, he became
lay chaplain to the Bishop of Norwich and later became much
involved in his village life at Sandhurst, Kent. A very lovable man
who always had the air of a Headmaster.

Trevor Robotham

LOSS OF MGB78 ON THE NIGHT OF THE 2ND/3RD OCTOBER 1942

In my book Gunboar Command on pages 292 to 302 I describe
theloss of MGB 78 under the command of Lt. George Duncan,
DSC,RCNVR. 78 was in the Eighth MGB Flotilla under the
command of my father, Lt Cdr Robert Hichens, DSO*, DSC**
RNVR. That night the flotilla, which had been escorting mine-
laying MLs, went looking for trouble when the escort duties
were finished and found four heavily armed German trawlers.
In spite of a rather bright moonlit night Hitch, as my father
was always known, decided to attack. MGB gunfire could not
sink steel hulled trawlers but a depth charge attack could. He
therefore decided to take three of the MGBs in company up
moon of the trawlers, showing themselves and distracting the
enemy with gunfire. The fourth MGB under Duncan was to
come in from down moon, hopefully unseen, to drop a depth

charge immediately ahead of one of the oncoming trawlers,
with a shallow setting which should result in it’s destruction.
Hitch wrote about the action in his own book, We Fought
Them in Gunboats, which he never finished, himself being killed
on the 12th/13th April 1943. He never knew exactly what had
happened to MGB7S, other than that she appeared to have made
the attack and at least damaged one of the trawlers and then
disappeared, though briefly firing tracer into the air as a signal of
distress but not for long enough to allow the rest of the flotilla to
locate her. He was aware that Duncan had been killed on the run
in and the First Lieutenant and the Coxswain wounded, because
a message came back from prisoner of war camp from the First
Lieutenant, Sub Lieutenant Roy Eggleston, that 78 had run onto
asand bank after the depth charge attack and been destroyed.
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One of the pleasures of writing a book about events just
within living memory is that you then receive a great deal of
correspondence, either adding to what you have written or, on
occasion, correcting it. In October this year I received a letter
from Roy Eggleston, living in retirement in Surrey, filling in
the missing parts of the story of the action in October 1942,
sixty six years ago. I believe many readers of this newsletter
will be interested in what he had to say and here it is.

“What happened after your father halted the flotilla on first
sighting the enemy and an Attack-Single was decided upon was
to call to my C.O. ‘I think this is one for you George’, to which
he received the expected reply ‘Absolutely Sir’. The rest of the
flotilla, led by your father, set off up-moon while 78 remained,
hopefully unobserved. As soon as the flotilla had the enemy
on their beam they opened fire and 78 set off on silent engines,
giving us approximately 12 knots. 78 had been underway for
very few minutes when she received a heavy burst of fire from
the trawlers’ 20m and 40mm cannon. George and the coxswain
were hit, George fatally and the coxswain in the head and unable
to steer. We had not achieved the surprise for which we had
hoped, so I put the throttles to maximum speed and brought
78 back on course to pass between the third and fourth in line. I
watched our for'ard gunner scoring many hits on the hull of the
third trawler, on our port bow, and heard the twin Oerlikons
firing at least two pans of 20mm shells at the fourth in line on
our starboard bow as we approached the gap between them.

I steered as close to the bow of the fourth trawler as I dared
and pulled the levers releasing the depth charges which had
been fused to explode at a depth of fifty feet. I did not hear the
depth charges exploding but I remember steering a course up
moon, but nothing else until I regained consciousness with 78
stopped and in complete silence. I had no idea how long I had
been ‘out’ when I climbed out of the ‘dustbin’ and managed to
get the coxswain out. He had been hit a second time. George’s
body had been pulled out of the dustbin by the two guest ofhicers
who confirmed that he was, indeed, dead. I was informed that
immediately after 78 had passed through the line of trawlers
she had been hit by a stream of 20mm and 40mm shells and
at least two heavy calibre shells which had brought down the
mast, set fire to the engine room and carried away the ship’s
compass. Several of the crew had been wounded, the coxswain
and the guest sickbay attendant very seriously, and 78 had been
holed below the water line. The mast was floating alongside
so somebody had cut the rigging to prevent it fouling the
propellers and rudders. Faced with a sinking boat with no aerial
or recognition signals and the main armament out of action (the
power supply had been cut), I ordered AB Hubbard, the relief
coxswain, to fire one of the Lewis guns vertically upwards, the
distress signal for the flotilla. We searched the sky for a response
but saw none, possibly because of the mist which was closing in
but more likely we were looking in the wrong direction due to
the uncertainty of our position after charging over the sea for

ten or fifteen minutes with no one even aware that 78 was not

under control.

I decided that the first thing to do was to get the water out of
the hull so that possibly we could repair the damage and the best
way to do this was to use the self balers by getting 78 underway
at thirty knots or more. I ordered AB Hubbard to steer from
the secondary position in the chart room, using the compass
there, although it was not lit because of the cut power lines. I
brought the W.T. operator into the dustbin with an Aldis lamp
to challenge any approaching vessel and I told Hubbard to try
to steer a course of North 45° East which I estimated would
bring us parallel to the coastline in the direction in which the
flotilla had gone. However, the uncertain starting point was
further inshore than I had guessed and although we slowly got
up to nearly forty knots and were shedding water quite rapidly,
we soon drove at high speed on to a sand bank, possibly the
Buiten Bank. The tide was falling and there was clearly no hope
of getting 78 off before dawn and we were well within range
of enemy shore batteries. I therefore ordered the crew plus our
three guests to take to the Carley float, a total of twelve on a float
designed to support a maximum of eight in a semi-submerged
state. Obviously there was no space for the body of George.

I decided that he would not have approved of being buried
by the Germans, so a Viking funeral seemed appropriate. I
told the crew to paddle out a distance of at least fifty yards and
to leave me the metre square piece of balsa wood which we had
picked up in the Channel some weeks earlier supporting the
sole survivor of a French Chasseur which had struck a mine. I
packed the Confidential Books around the destruction charge
which was always carried, lit the fuse, waited to make sure it
was burning brightly, and departed over the side with the balsa
wood and paddled with my hands towards the Carley float.
Some twelve hours later we had been carried close to the Dutch
coast where we were spotted by a German marine artillery
post who sent out a swimmer with field dressings strapped to
his head. He uttered the words, known to all POWs, ‘For you
the war is over. If you flee you will be shot’. ”

Roy Eggleston only returned to England after the War from
his prisoner of war camp and found nobody terribly interested

in what had happened to 78, a Court of Enquiry having been
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held within a few days of the action. However, his written report

" STOP PRESS !

We have just heard the application to the ‘Awards To Al
fund for help with the DVD Project funding has been

successful to the tune of £10,000, — the maximum grant.

did result in a very well merited award of the Distinguished
Service Cross for sinking the trawler in the most dangerous
form of attack open to Coastal Forces, the dropping of a depth
charge to destroy a surface warship, and then recovering from
his concussion to do his best to save his boat and eventually save

his crew after they had hit a sand bank in the dark.

Antony Hichens The ‘Coastal Forces at War” book is on offer at a special

IN MEMORIAM

We say farewell to:

price for supporters at £14.99 p&p free.
To order call Haynes Customer Services on 01963 442030
and quote ref CF.

The next veterans re-union will be held at Southdowns
Holiday Village, Bracklesham Bay, West Sussex on Ist
to 4th May 2009. Hosted by Southern Branch, anyone
wanting a booking form please contact Reg Ellis on

EW. Allen P. Fenwick-Smith 01243 585716 or 02392 824149. Booking so far looking
JW. Armes Sir Guy Fison DSC very healthy.

L. Attrill J. Fletcher

S. Ashmore W.C. Gabriel The excellent website, www.rn-coastalforcesveterans.com,
E. Bannister DSM VJ. Gray welcomes all visitors, not only veterans and supporters,
J-W. Barlow J. Hall who are interested in any aspect of Coastal Forces or its
J. Barrett D.EJ. Hunt DSC* MBE history. The site is also keen to act as a catalyst for Coastal
H. Boyd F. Martin Forces veterans to keep in touch with each other.

L. Braithwaite

E. McAllister

E.G. Bromage N. Parsons Final reminder for newsletter subscriptions, a minimum
J.A. Carr D. Reynolds of £10 please, which are due by 31 March 2009.

Brenda Coombs A.E.Ruiz

C. Courtney-Anderson DSC E. Severn

W.R. Darracott DSC* D. Tucker

J. Dear

R. Drayson DSC We will remember them.
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